
Journal 1- 1/23/12 

Today in class we had a guest come and teach how to set up our wordpress.com accounts. I have 

never used a blog before and hope that I can get the hang of it quickly because it is apparent that 

they will be a crucial part of my final grade in this class. After the guest left, Mrs. Walker 

reviewed the syllabus with the class. I am excited to read all the books listen in the syllabus; they 

all seem so interesting and diverse. At the end of class we took the time to choose our GLD 

presentation times. I have the second and third slot for In Cold Blood by Truman Capote.  

 

Journal 2- 1/30/12 

I was not present in class today. I felt really terrible not being able to make it but I had an 

appointment and I couldn’t reschedule it. If what the syllabus says is true, then what I missed in 

class today was the first GLD presentation. This presentation should have been on the first 

section of In Cold Blood by Truman Capote. So far I have enjoyed this book. Probably the most 

challenging part about reading them is distinguishing what Capote took from real events and 

what he embellished to make the story better. The homework is to read the next section, 

hopefully it will be a little easier than the last.  

 

Journal 3- 2/1/12 

Today in class my group presented our first group led discussion on section two of In Cold 

Blood by Truman Capote. Our presentation went well, although the class was relatively reluctant 

to participate. Once the class warmed up and the discussion gained momentum things went well. 

The class gave all positive feedback, and gave us good criticisms for our next presentations on 

Monday. After our presentation we went over the outline of essays and discussed how to write 



proper topic sentences and thesis statements for analytical essays. The first draft of our first essay 

is due Wednesday.  

 

Journal 4- 2/6/12 

Today in class my group presented our second group led discussion. Our subject was section 

three of In Cold Blood by Truman Capote. The presentation went well, but we could tell that the 

class was reluctant to participate again. There were fewer inputs and opinions which made it 

difficult to present. Afterwards, the class reviewed their drafts of essay 1. Everyone worked on 

strengthening their thesis and topic sentences. This class helped me organize my ideas for my 

essay better.  

 

Journal 5- 2/8/12 

I was not present in class today. My mom had just had a surgery so I had to take a few days off 

and go home and help her while she recovers. In class on this Wednesday though, the class sat 

through the last group led discussion for In Cold Blood by Truman Capote. After this, the class 

completed a worksheet to help organize thoughts and construct strong and clear sentences. This 

was designed to help us with our essays. Our final draft for our first essay is due Monday. It will 

be electronically submitted and since it is also a Hybrid day, we are supposed to watch Capote, a 

film about Truman Capote’s life. This will be our second Hybrid class day.  

  

Journal 6- 2/13/12 

I enjoyed watching the film Capote. It was interesting to see the different sides of the 

case and how Truman Capote came up with his idea for the novel "In Cold Blood." The actor 



who starred in the role as Truman Capote did an excellent job capturing the mannerism and style 

that Capote had in real life. I have seen some live interviews with the real Truman Capote and 

the actor nailed him on the head. I always wondered why people thought he was a homosexual, 

but after seeing this film I understood more clearly.  

I found it interesting that Capote investigated the murders with fellow writer Harper Lee. 

Harper Lee was not as famous as he and she was hardly the person I would imagine being in the 

thick of things, especially if the task at hand was to investigate murders. Also, the movie did an 

excellent job showing the relationship Capote made with all of the people involved. For example, 

his relationship with the Dewey's and with Perry Smith. The work Capote put into novel was 

very well demonstrated and it is no wonder that this movie and his novel were successful. 

 

Journal 7- 2/15/12-  

 Today in class we participated in a group led discussion about Breakfast at Tiffanies. We 

talked about the main themes, such as freedom, and about the differences between the novel and 

the movie. The book was darker and more realistic; it had meaning and symbolism and was a 

very well written piece of work. Whereas the movie was very light hearted, funny and childish 

and meant clearly for entertainment not really for meaning. Our homework is to write a response 

to Capote for 20 minutes including any quotes that we see support our ideas then upload it to the 

“rhetoric” section of our blogs. We are also supposed to say who we blogged on under the 

“collaboration” section.  

 

Journal 8- 2/20/12- 

There was no class today. 



 

Journal 9- 2/22/12-  

 Today was a Hybrid day. Our assignment was to watch “Breakfast at Tiffanies” the 

movie and write a response then post it up under “collaboration” on my blog. Then I am 

supposed to blog on three peer responses. I am supposed to note here who’s blog I responded to. 

Our homework is to begin reading Revolt of the Cockroach people. Then write a response and 

prepare to discuss it in class. Next class we begin a different section on Historical Framework. 

 

Journal 10- 2/27/12-  

 Today in class there was a GLD presentation on Breakfast at Tiffanies by Truman 

Capote. We discussed the relation and differences between this piece and In Cold Blood by 

Capote. It was a very good discussion that helped me see much more in depth into both of the 

texts. Then we went over essay number two. Our homework is to read the first section of Revolt 

of the Cockroach people.  

Journal 11- 2/29/12- 

 Today in class we had our first group led discussion about Revolt of the Cockroach 

people and the blue house essay. It was very interesting to learn about Hispanic culture and the 

struggles many of them went through. Afterwards, we did a small in class writing assignment 

about how to write a detailed creative piece. I enjoyed this because I have always been a huge 

fan of creative writing. Our homework is to complete the first draft of our second essay and read 

the Chicano Poetics.  

Journal 12- 3/5/12- no class held 

Journal 13- 3/7/12- 



 Today was the last class that I will miss of Writing 10. I have finally gotten everything at 

home resolved and now I will be able to focus fully on my schoolwork. I e-mailed Mrs. Walker 

and she understands and is willing to help me catch up if I need it. According to the syllabus, 

today in class, we went to the library and got outside help on our writing and how to use library 

resources. I am bummed that I missed this class because this workshop would have been useful 

to me. Since I am a first year, any help I can get will help me in the future. I am excited to be 

fully involved in the next class. 

 

Journal 14- 3/12/12-  

 In class today we listened to a group led discussion about the Chicano Poetics. The 

Chicano Poetics were very interesting because it gave me insight into the thoughts and customs 

of Hispanics. I had no idea that there was a rift between being considered one kind of Hispanic 

over another. It makes sense though because we have those differences in our culture, so 

naturally there would be that difference in other people’s as well. 

  After the GLD we talked about our Essay number 2. We are supposed to upload drafts to 

the process section of our blogs and then bring in a third draft to revise in class on Wednesday. I 

am looking forward to revising these essays. I have put a lot of work into it and feel that I will 

receive a much better grade that I did on the previous essay. 

 

Journal 15-3/14/12 

Today in class we had a Group Led Discussion for part one of the Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The 

leaders were clearly not very aware of the analysis of the book that could have been made, but 

they did a good job trying to connect it. We played Jeopardy as a class in teams of three and the 



winning team got candy as a prize. After that, we discussed essay 2 and were given homework to 

bring a full length printed copy to class the next time. After looking into essay 2, I decided to 

completely rewrite my paper. I was not getting a good enough grasp of the historical framework 

and feel my new idea will be easier to write and considerable raise my final grade on the piece. 

 

Journal 16- 3/19/12 

Today in class we had a GLD for part 2 of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The discussion began 

with a summary, which was quite frankly poorly done. The presenters were telling the class 

innacurate information and clearly didn’t read that carefully because they missed many relatable 

topics that they could have discussed in further detail. After the summary, we played charades. 

When we had finished with the GLD, we spent some times peer editing out second essays. I 

found it very useful, and can’t wait to turn in my next essay.  

 

Journal 17-3/21/12  

Today is a Hybrid day. I submitted my second essay and uploaded the 3 drafts into my process 

section of my blog. I have yet to watch the movie, but I will soon and I will then blog and 

respond to two of my classmates blogs online. After this, I will begin reading Wicked because I 

plan to do my third essay on it and need to get a head start. Then we have spring break and will 

not have class for another week.  

  

Journal 18-4/2/12  

Today was the first day back after spring break. We spent the first portion of class period 

participating in a GLD presentation on the first hundred pages of Wicked by McGuire. This book 



is a breath of fresh air! The new perspective is so enlightening and you can’t help but feel for the 

protagonist. After the GLD we began writing a first draft to essay 3. A full length draft is due 

next class.  

 

Journal 19-4/4/12 

Today was a fun day in class. We had a second group led discussion on Wicked and peer edited 

our essays. The GLD discussion was fun because we played a game as well as charades. We also 

listened to the music from the Broadway show. I am a huge fan of musicals, especially Wicked, 

and really enjoyed this. Monday’s class is a Hybrid day but our final draft for essay 3 is due in a 

week.  

Journal 20- 4/9/12 

Today is a Hybrid day. We are supposed to write the first cover letter for our final portfolios. The 

first one we are writing is the introduction. It should be about 500 words in length and argue with 

evidence why we deserve whatever grade we think we deserve in this course. Then post and blog 

about the cover page online.  

Journal 21- 4/11/12 

Today we had our last GLD presentation on Wicked. We played a competitive game where you 

had to get from one corner of a game board to the other by answers about the text correctly. 

Afterwards, we talked about essay four and the portfolio assignment. Essay four is unique 

because you get to choose your own topic. You get to choose something that suits you and will 

best emphasize your own individual writing strengths. Our homework is to begin both of these 

assignments. 

Journal 22- 4/16/12 



Today was a Hybrid day. We are supposed to, either on our own or with a partner, write the 

remaining of our cover letters except for the craft section. The craft section craft letter will be 

written in class next time. Today we are supposed to post our process cover letters and blog on 

them. Our homework is to complete a full draft of essay four and bring a printed copy to class on 

Wednesday. 

Journal 23- 4/18/12 

Today is a portfolio workshop day. We are taking time in class to work on our wordpress.com 

portfolios; this includes writing and editing cover letters, completing work that needs to be 

included in the portfolio, and putting together the whole portfolio. The semester is ending 

quickly and we are supposed to get a head start on completing the work. We also did some work 

with our first draft of essay four. Our homework is to complete our portfolio and essay four.  

Journal 24- 4/23/12 

Today is the last day I will post in my journal. The semester is winding down and we are on the 

last leg of the course. This is the last day we will actually be present in class. Today we had our 

final GLD presentation and discussed the final parts to our portfolio and essay 4. Next class is a 

hybrid day and we are supposed to watch Inception and blog about it. I can’t wait to share my 

progress to everyone through my portfolio. 

 


