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The Good, The Bad, and The Clueless 

 There is a belief that everything is relative and that there is never only one way to see 

something. This is a concept that the literary community embraces and uses as a tool to write 

new stories. This is exactly what author Gregory MaGuire did with his novel, Wicked. Wicked is 

a preamble to The Wonderful Wizard of Oz written by L. Frank Baum. Baum’s story is of a 

young girl who finds herself in a strange land and her journey to get home. Along the way she 

meets a good witch, Galinda, a wicked witch, and several other quirky characters. The two 

novels have completely different views of the characters and those views change the entire 

dynamic of the novel. In MaGuire’s novel the story revolves around Elphaba, otherwise known 

as the wicked witch. This essay will compare and contrast the perspective used to describe the 

characters in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and Wicked.  

 The character of the Witch of the West is portrayed very differently from one text to the 

next. In Baum’s novel, the witch of the west is evil and the main antagonist in the story. The 

wicked witch does everything in her power to stop Dorothy and her companions from reaching 

the Emerald City. The witch attempts to send flying monkey, wolves, crows, and bees but 

nothing stops them. The witch, “could not understand how all her plans to destroy these strangers 

had failed; but she was a powerful Witch, as well as a wicked on, and she soon made up her 

mind how to act” (Baum 211). Eventually, the terrible witch captures Dorothy. While in custody, 

Dorothy becomes tired of being her captive and she throws a pail of water on her. The water 



Plisik 2 

 

melts the witch and her reign of tyranny ends. Baum’s interpretation of the witch is completely 

different from that of MaGuire. MaGuire made the witch the protagonist. Elphaba, the name of 

the witch, is a misunderstood girl who, due to her unique looks, was a victim of prejudice and 

never given a fair chance in life. The entire story when viewed through this perspective makes 

you think of the characters in whole new light. All of the things Elphaba did, such as sending the 

wolves out to Dorothy and her companions was no really to derail her, but to guide her palace to 

talk with her. Elphaba sent the wolves to have them show Dorothy and her companions the 

quickest way to her castle. “She loosed the senior dog… the entire pack of his kin went reaching 

along with him, howling with joy and frantic to do their duty,” (MaGuire 498) but the dogs never 

returned because Dorothy’s companions killed them before they could tell them the message.  

This just shows that people, are often more than what meets the eye. 

 Galinda’s character is shown through different perspectives in each text as well. Galinda 

in Baum’s novel was the witch of the south; she was good and wanted to help Dorothy and all 

the good creatures in the land. When Galinda first introduces herself to Dorothy she says, “But I 

am a good witch, and the people love me” (Baum 40). In MaGuire’s interpretation however, 

Galinda was not always good. She was a spoiled, pretty girl who was used to getting her way. 

When she met Elphaba she could not stand her. Galinda thought that Elphaba was disgusting, 

unintelligent, ugly, and she began spreading rumors about her. After first meeting Elphaba, 

Galinda described her as “A hatched-faced girl with putrescent green skin and long foreign-

looking black hair” (MaGuire 91). It was because of Galinda and prejudice people that Elphaba 

had to overcome extra obstacles. The two eventually overcame their differences and became 

friends, but meeting Dorothy ruined their relationship forever.  
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 Dorothy’s character is seen largely the same in both texts. Dorothy is an independent, 

strong willed girl in both texts, but she is also easily manipulated and known for her plum good 

luck. It is obvious she is strong because she stays composed and takes care of herself. Before she 

leaves the Munchkins to go to the Emerald City she “took a little basket and filled it with bread 

from the cupboard, laying a white cloth over the top” (Baum 56). This shows great 

independence.  Though her characteristics are similar in both texts, Dorothy’s role is 

significantly different in each. In The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, Dorothy is the protagonist and 

her journey is the main story line, but in Wicked she is just a sub plot line. In both texts Dorothy 

is painted to seem rather gullible. She does not question what anyone tells her and judges people 

before she knows them. In Wicked Dorothy hears stories about Elphaba from her travel 

companions and quickly absorbs the vicious lies they tell her. Elphaba hears the Lion tell 

Dorothy that she is a totally “Witch. Psychologically warped; possessed by demons. Insane. Not 

a pretty picture” (MaGuire 2). Later on, once Dorothy has met the witch, she realizes they were 

wrong and her opinion changes, it is not always wise to just believe what you are told.  

The perspectives used to describe the characters in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and 

Wicked were compared and contrasted in this essay. The character of the witch of the west is 

seen an evil through one person’s eyes, and a neglected protagonist in another’s. The depth of 

her character could not be seen on the surface, but once her past was revealed none of her actions 

were viewed as having malicious intent. Galinda, thought to be the shining white light of Oz, 

was really a spoiled girl who ruined the life an innocent girl. In the end, she learned her lesson 

resulting in character growth. The young girl Galinda assists, Dorothy, is gullible with a strong 

will and doesn’t change much from interpretation to interpretation. It is amazing how much 

perspective can completely alter the dynamic of a story, never judge a book by its cover.  
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